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Juveniles taking compromising photographs
with their cell phones and the consequcnces of their actions

It has come to our attention that several students have been involved in sending sexually
explicit photographs of themselves via cell phone to other students. I am writing to advise you of
the possible criminal consequences of this behavior so that you may sl'rare it with both parents and
students.

A student who receives these compromising photos and then merely shows them to others
can be criminally charged with invasion of privacy and endangering the wellare of a child.
Additionally, this conduct can be characterized as the dissemirration of child pomography and can
havc scrious criminal consequences, such as compliauce with Megan's Law, a significant stigrna
that would fbllow them for their errtire lives. Even students who send pictures of themsclves can be
charged with distributing child pornography. (Recently, in Passaic County, a l4 year old f'emale was
charged with distributing child pornography after posting explicit nude pictures of herself'on
MySpace.com. See attached press clip).

The message that should be conveyed to both students and parents is that teenagers need to
consider the scrious consequences of taking and lbrwarding compromising photographs of
themselves or others. These ooforever" images can end up in thc wrong hands and may negatively
affect firture endeavors lbr college oriob opportunitics, as well as increase the risk of publio
humiliation and law enfirrcement response. Please tike this opporturrity to educate your students
and their parents on the risks associated with this behavior.
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